
 

February 2020 Newsletter 

 
2020 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

Feb. 8: Preparation of junipers for festival sales. 

Mar. 14: Repotting workshop. 

Apr. 4: Will Baddeley presentation and workshop. 

Apr.25-26: Japanese Garden Spring Festival. 

May 9: TBD 

May 14-17: Lone Star Bonsai Federation 

 Convention. San Antonio. 

May 14-17: FWBS Annual Exhibit in the Rose 

Room. 

June 13: TBD 

July 11: Annual Auction & Raffle. 

Aug. 8: TBD 

Sept. 12: TBD. Nomination Committee appointed. 

Oct. 10: TBD New officer slate presented. 

TBD: Japanese Garden Fall Festival 

Nov. 14: TBD Vote on club officers for 2021-2022 

Dec. 12: Christmas Party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 

 Welcome to winter in Texas. As usual we 

have had a fairly mild winter. I have only had to 

cover my plants one or two nights so far. Keep in 

mind we could still see some freezing temperatures 

before winter is over so be prepared to protect your 

trees. At our first meeting of the year we had a good 

turn out to help prepare the small Juniper trees. 

Thanks to everyone who showed up to help out on 

these trees.  

 Our February meeting will be a continuation 

of the preparation of the Juniper trees we sell at the 

Japanese Garden Spring and Fall Festival. This is 

another hands-on fun event potting and styling so all 

members will get to work on trees again. 

 2020 will be another fun year for the FWBS. 

We encourage all members to bring trees to all the 

meetings to work on. With the longer meetings on 

Saturday we always have some time at the end of the 

meetings to get advice and share our bonsai with 

other members. 

 Mark your calendars for the 2020 Bonsai 

Convention. The Vision 2020 LSBF Bonsai 

Convention will be held in San Antonio May 14th, 

15th, 16th, and 17th. Drury Plaza Hotel San Antonio 

820 North Loop 1604 East San Antonio, TX 78232  

Early registration is currently going on 

at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-texas-

bonsai-convention-registration-77963704539 you 

can also reserve a hotel room reservation 

at: https://www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newr

eservation/?groupno=2336927 

 We have a new website host so I encourage 

everyone to log in.  Everyone is encouraged to add 

bonsai related information. I’m hoping we can get 

some more participation and continue to generate 

interest in our club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

  

Please remember to update and renew your FWBS 

Membership for 2020.  

 

817-907-1398 

dan@callgenesis.com 
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February meeting Saturday the 8th 

 Our February meeting is another repotting of 

starter junipers for sale at Spring Fest.  Again, we 

will need all our members at the meeting so we can 

get everything done so we will have a lot of trees to 

sell at Spring Fest.  In the past two years we have run 

out of trees to sell.  Remember this is our biggest 

fund raiser for the club. 

Last Month’s Meeting 

 2020 is off to a good start.  Our January 

meeting is our annual repotting of starter Junipers for 

sale at Botanical Gardens Spring Fest.  We had a 

good turn out with a lot of new members attending as 

well.  We repotted about 50 trees.  Everyone was 

busy repotting and training as well as helping our 

new members repotting their first Junipers. 

       

                        Everyone was busy repotting                                                 

    

Mark was assisting our newer members 

  

FWBS Meeting Minutes 

February 11, 2020 

By Secretary Steven Hendricks 

 

 President Dan LeBlanc welcomed all of the 

new people in attendance, many of whom came to us 

through our presence at Fallfest at the Japanese 

Gardens.  All club members are also members of the 

Lone Star Bonsai Federation, an organization 

encompassing all of the clubs in Texas and two from 

Louisiana. 

 Dan stressed that the repotted junipers that 

we sell at the festivals are an important source of 

income for the clubs and pay for some of our 

programs.  He announced that our February program 

will also be repotting the small junipers. 

 New members were encouraged to visit our 

web site and register so that they can access all the 

information available there. 

 The 2020 LSBF Convention will be held in 

San Antonio in May and registration information is 

now available on the San Antonio and LSBF web 

sites. 

 The board announced that two long-time 

members were selected to be Members Emeritus as 

recognition for the many years of service to the club.  

Joining Estella Flather and John Miller for this honor 

are Joe Andrews and Steven Hendricks.  

 Mark Bynum gave the new members a short 

course in repotting and styling the junipers while the 

other club members went to work. 

 

Special Event:  

Fort Worth VA Bonsai Class 

 The Fort Worth Bonsai Society sponsored a 

Bonsai Class at the Fort Worth VA for our veterans.  

We supplied the trees as well as the pots.  The class 

was taught by Roger Spohn with the assistance of 

Ron Arrington.  We had a great time and our veterans 

really enjoy learning how to repot from a one-gallon 

nursery pot to a bonsai training pot.  The first class 

covered repotting and cleaning up the tree.  The 

second class covered trimming and wiring.  The final 

class covered final trimming, ground cover and 

maintenance.  We are planning a follow-up class in 



about a year to see if the trees survived and trimming 

the new growth that occurred during the year and 

removing any wiring needed.   

 The class was so well accepted that the VA is 

planning another class in February for a group of 

Vietnam vets.  This class will be sponsored by the 

VA. 

             

It doesn’t look like a bonsai yet 

              

Getting them into the pot 

                          

Training, trimming and wiring 

 

Fine tuning their bonsai’s 

                    

      

                      

 

WOW now they look like Bonsai! 

 



Japanese Garden 

Bonsai Collection 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

 
 As with your personal collections, the JGBC 

trees are all being repotted with some trimming to 

shape them up a little bit.  We have 4 larger trees, 

36”+ tall, that are going into pots this season after 2 

years of reducing the root zone and developing a 

finer, feeder root system.  These trees will also get 

some wiring and shaping a little later on this season, 

and maybe will be ready to exhibit in a year or two.  

Overall, the collection is healthy and maturing.  

 In February we are going to dig a pine tree 

and a boxwood out of the Japanese Garden to add to 

the collection as pre-bonsai. 

 

                      

FEBRUARY BONSAI 
By John Miller  

(Due to health reasons John is not going to be able to 

continue writing his bonsai care series. I am reprinting 

his articles from 2015.) 

 

 What happens when you miss a turn in removing 

wire from your bonsai?  You get a large swelling in the 

branch that destroys the smooth taper you are working for.    

The only rule for removing wire is to start with the end of 

the wire and work down the wire completely to the other 

end, no jumping from wire to wire.  To do this you have 

a choice--you can untwist the wire or you can cut each 

loop.  If you cut it is very easy to miss a loop.   The only 

sure way is to develop a routine.  Hold the tip with pliers 

while you cut the next loop, remove the cut loop, lay it 

aside keeping your eye one the cut end, hold the new cut 

tip and repeat.  Do not get distracted and do something 

else.  Following a routine keeps you on the one job. 

February is the start of the active cycle for bonsai, first the 

repotting when new growth is first evident, then the 

refinement process starts as soon as the green comes,  all 

the while tending to the tasks of watering, feeding, and 

watching for insects. 

 Spring is a long drawn out affair and each species 

has its own time table in dealing with it.  To be really 

successful in bonsai, then, you must know what each 

species you have will need and how it responds to YOUR 

OWN backyard climate.  If you have kept your trees from 

freezing they will want to start growing much earlier than 

those kept outside all winter.  Typically, in my collection 

which stays outside, the elms will be first, foliage showing 

about the end of February or the first of March depending 

on the winter, along with the earliest maples.  Then later 

in March, the rest of the maples and most of the others.  

The deciduous oaks will come out around April 1.  Out 

here in the country I am 2 or 3 weeks later than I was in 

town, 30 miles away.  The timetable has to be your own 

set by watching the trees themselves.  All bonsai functions 

should be done when your tree tells you that the timing is 

right. 

 Repotting ‘can’ be done at any time during the 

dormancy but new roots are susceptible to freezing so you 

have to have some place to protect them after repotting.  

If not repotting this year, you can help weed control by 

removing the top ¼” of soil and replace it with new soil.  

The best time to repot the deciduous temperate zone trees 

is when the buds are just beginning to swell but before 

green is showing.  Generally this will be before the last of 

the freezing weather.  Trees that leaf out early, maples and 

elms, can withstand a few degrees of frost but if repotted 

you should protect the newly growing roots.  Sometimes 

this just means setting them on the ground.  Some species 

such as the oaks and willows are naturally programmed to 

wait much later so that there is very little chance to get 

nipped. 

 The newer wisdom on azaleas is that you also 

repot them at this time.  The roots will be reestablished by 

blooming time.  This is much easier on the tree than 

waiting until after bloom when the temperature will be 

hot.  Before blooming starts you will be removing a lot of 

excess buds anyway which will reduce the stress on the 

tree at that time.  Remove enough buds to allow the 

remaining flowers to have room to fully open.  This 

should be done in late February or early March on the 

early blooming species (Karume) but may go later in 

March for the Satsuki types. 

 Refinement is the process that makes a well 

styled tree look great developing fine ramification and 

obtaining smaller leaves.  Part of the refinement starts as 

soon as new growth appears.  Keep it pinched so you keep 

the internodes short and develop a compact set of twigs 

with small leaves on the branches.  On alternate leaved 

species (e.g. elms) pinch when the shoot gets 4 or 5 

leaves.  Fingernails or shears can be used.  If the twig gets 

too long it will be tough and you have to use shears.  On 

opposite leaved trees (maples) pinch the central shoot as 

soon as it can be distinguished from the two leaves.  To 

do this really right you need to use tweezers with a dull 

point. 

 Development pruning is difficult for beginners in 

that to develop thickness you need to let the new branch 

grow wild which destroys the look of your ‘bonsai’.  You 

also will have long internodes which will not produce 

buds at the right places especially on the opposite leaved 

species.  You need to do refinement pruning the first 

couple of times to get some short internodes and then let 

the tips go wild. 

 Spring flowering plants will have their buds set 

on last year’s growth so pruning them will remove some 



flowers.  Those that bloom later in the year will generally 

bloom on this year’s growth.  Pruning them will reduce 

the amount of flowers.  In some cases such as crape 

myrtle, tip pruning of the branch will result in no flowers 

at all.  In these cases you must decide which is most 

important, ramification or flowers. A compromise would 

be to prune the branch shorter than you normally wood 

and then let it bloom on new growth which will at the 

proper length, at least for the first flowering of the season.  

When the growth starts the tree will need fertilizer.  

However, use one that has a small amount of nitrogen (the 

first number).  The tree is naturally programmed to grow 

rapidly at this time so you don’t need to encourage it 

further.  Feed lightly to maintain a healthy green foliage.   

Ideally use an organic fertilizer which provides nutrients 

more slowly when the weather is cool. Trace minerals 

should be added to help with both the foliage color and 

the color of blooms. 

 If you have not used a horticultural oil, the time 

is fast running out.  The oil would be used to kill scale and 

overwintering mites and other boogers.  When new 

growth starts oil might damage the tender foliage.  When 

new growth starts, the problems to look for are the above 

mentioned mites but especially aphids and mealy bugs.  

These can be controlled as well as giving the plants the 

required fertilizer by using an organic spray.  (1 

tablespoon each of liquid kelp, liquid fish emulsion, apple 

cider vinegar (5%), and molasses in one gallon of water.  

Or use a commercial mix like Garrett Juice.  All these are 

available in any organic nursery.)  If leaf spot, mildew or 

any other fungal problems appear, use a baking soda 

(sodium bicarbonate), potassium bicarbonate spray or a 

commercial fungicide. 

 An important job which many neglect saying they 

are not going to show any trees is to detail their trees.  This 

makes them look their best and that helps give you 

incentive to follow other good practices.  Start by 

checking the branches.  Prune any out of place or too long 

twigs.  Remove any unnecessary wire, that is wire on 

limbs that have set in place.  Treat any jin and shari that 

needs it.  Then move down to the pot.  Be sure it is clean 

and all lime deposits are removed.  Steel wool works great 

to clean pots.  A coating with a very light wax polish such 

as leaf shine will make the pot look good and helps keep 

the mineral deposits from forming.  Then check the soil.  

It should cover the outer roots.  The surface of the soil 

must be clean of any fallen leaves or other debris.  Now it 

looks so good you might as well take it to a show. 

   

 

  

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website 

at:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Member at Large: Scott Dienell 

 cheddar56789@hotmail.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather      

 eflather@sbcglobal.net
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Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

2020 Membership Form 

 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Mark Bynum, Treasurer  

       2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane 

       Arlington, TX  76012 

 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell__________________________                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)     __________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $25.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $35.00 

___ Student Membership: $15.00 

 

 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:____2020_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

FWBS-Membership Form, 2020 


